
by some terrific volunteers, 
including Adam Hamalian, Jon 
Lee, Darryl Parcher, Dan So-
roka, Norm Heibel    and 
Aliciaôs mom, Pam.  We took 
the red-eye from San Francisco 
to San Salvador, a five hour 
flight, and then a short plane 
ride to San Jose, Costa Rica. 
We arrived to a balmy 80 de-
gree day, which felt wonder-
ful  after the cold San Fran-
cisco nights. We rounded up 
the troops, gathered all the lug-
gage, and made it through im-
migration and customs  with a 
breeze. We prepared to board 
the bus after all the baggage 
was loaded.  From the airport, 
we went to lunch at La Casona 
Del Cerdo, a wonderful open-
air restaurant that specializes 
in ribs & barbecue.  We feasted 
on cultural favorites and en-
joyed the gift of fellowship with 
our teammates.  After this very 
filling meal, and no sleep for 
most of us, we headed up  
 

The Costa Rica mission team of 
Walnut Creek Presbyterian 
Church is preparing to embark 
on an amazing Christian ad-
venture this coming Friday. At 
midnight, we will board a 
plane to San Jose, Costa Rica 

to do 
Godôs 
work, re-
furbishing 
homes 
and lov-
ing the 
children 
of 
Roblealto 
Bible 
Home. 

 
This yearôs team, the biggest 
ever at 22, includes Mark & 
Cindy Tilton, Terry & Lisa 
Chrisman, Joe & Pam Cun-
ningham, Warren &Verna Pe-
terson, Dean & Diane Thomas 
and their children Dylan & Jes-
sica, Richard Davis, Patrick 
Oliphant, Rich Steadman, 
Dave Hayne, Will McConihe, 
Alicia Bradbury, Patti Hoedt, 

Summer Chrisman, Kathleen 
Daniel and Wanda Miller.  Our 
dear friend Lois Huusko will be 
with us in spirit; she wonôt be 
able to make the trip due to a 
recent surgery. We are so 
grateful to so many people who 
have helped to make this trip 
something special, especially 
those who have generously 
contributed and prayed for us, 
those who attended the Crab 
Feed, the Sew Busy Group for 
the aprons for the house moms 
& 100 pillowcases for the chil-
dren, the Sunday School stu-
dents of WCPC for the chil-
drensô gifts, and the drivers 
who will get us to and from the 
airport.  

 

Please keep us in your prayers 
and follow us on this blog as 
we set out for a most memora-
ble experience. 
 

Team Arrives Saturday  
The Costa Rica mission team 
arrived safely at Roblealto 
around 2:00 pm Costa Rica 
time. Thanks to the wonderful 
planning of our leaders, we 
travelled without incident. The 
team met Friday night at the 
church, where our friends and 
family saw us off. We loaded 
up 22 people and 44 pieces of 
luggage into six vehicles driven 

Costa Rica Mission Team Leaving Friday  

Roblealto 2011  
Mission Trip to Costa Rica  
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to the Bible Home, Hogar Bib-
lico, for some rest and relaxa-
tion. As we headed up the 
mountain, our bus just could-
nôt pull the hill, with so many 
people fat from lunch, and so 
much baggage, so the driver 
had us get off the bus and 

walk up, so that he could get 
the bus up the hill. We settled 
in and found room for all of 
us to sleep. Most of the chil-
dren of Roblealto are not 
home for the weekend, so we 
wonôt get to see them until 
Sunday evening. Weôre cer-
tainly anxious to see 
them.  We had pizza for din-
ner tonight and will probably 
turn in early so we can get up 
early for church in San Jose 
tomorrow morning. We were 
blessed by an amazing sunset 
this evening to remind us of 
all the beauty in this place 
called Roblealto. 
 

Sunday in  

Costa Rica  

Today being Sunday, we had 
a light breakfast and coffee, 
before heading off to church 
in San Jose. The church is 
called Ciudad de Dios, or City 
of God, and is an old ware-
house that has been converted 

to a beautiful place of wor-
ship. The surrounding city is 
somewhat dangerous so there 
are guards on the roof and at 
the entrance, and a high 
fence around the perime-
ter. It was raining a bit 
and the bus driver 
dropped us close to the 
door. As we entered the 
building, we enjoyed a 
display of pictures on the 
churchôs history. There 
was also a café and some 
small stands selling vari-
ous items. 
 
Church began at 9:30 
with some incredible music 
performed by a band of young 
people. We sang the words 
displayed on the large screens 
on either side of the stage, not 
knowing the meaning, as the 
service was entirely in Span-
ish. The lead singer, a young 
woman, had an amazing 
voice. There was also a chorus 
of young girls on one side of 
the stage. After about half an 
hour of song, a young man 
who would be delivering the 
sermon, announced that our 

team had come from 
ñWalnutò in California to 
work at Roblealto, and the 
congregation applauded us. 
There were likely 200 in the 

congregation, sitting on fold-
ing chairs, praising God. We 
were provided interpreters for 
the sermon, which helped a 

great deal. The lesson, which 
was very appropriate, con-
cerned Godôs command that 
we love one another, regard-
less of who they are or how 
they may have failed, and to 
not be afraid to express our 
love. The minister was excep-
tionally passionate in his ser-
mon, and we could under-
stand how strongly he be-
lieved even without words. 
After the sermon, we sang a 
bit more, and then we de-
parted.  
 
We drove to a magnificent 
seafood restaurant called 
Princesa Marina Moravia, 
where both the food and the 
service were very good. After 
lunch, we were off to do a lit-
tle touristy shopping and then 
a short visit to the grocery 
store to load up on supplies 
for the week. When we all had 
our shopping done, we were 
on the road again, back to 
Roblealto.  
 
Shortly after we arrived, Pam, 
our liaison and the coordina-
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tor at Roblealto, gave a pres-
entation on Costa Rica and 

the Roblealto mission. She 
had an absolutely fantastic 
announcement for us too. Ap-
parently, they were hoping to 
build a fourth daycare center 
in Los Guidos, a slum area of 
San Jose. The land for the 
project had been donated by 
the government of Costa Rica, 
but the cost of building the 
daycare would be roughly $2 

million. A very wealthy indi-
vidual from the United States 
met with the leaders of 
Roblealto and offered to make 

a fairly significant contribu-
tion, but insisted that the gov-
ernment of Costa Rica sup-
port this project too. The gov-
ernment officials agreed to 
cover 40% of the project, and 
the wealthy man will match 
whatever Roblealto raises in 
contributions. So basically, he 
will cover 30% and Roblealto 
will only need to fund 30% 
of the entire project! This is 
so exciting for this organi-
zation. 
 
After Pam left, we prepared 
dinner, which consisted of 
several rotisserie chickens 
and salad. We ate and 
talked and enjoyed each 
otherôs company. After-
wards, we worked as a 
team to get everything 
cleaned up. We all gathered in 
the living room later for a 
team meeting, where we dis-
cussed our projects tomorrow, 
and went over the rules and 
guidelines that we will follow 
when we begin visiting our 

family homes tomorrow. 
Richard Davis, who over-
sees the work here, estab-
lished four teams: one will 
do crafts with the moms, 
one will do siding on a 
wall in the cafeteria build-
ing, one will refinish the 
furniture for the kinder-
garten classrooms, and 
the last team will make 
brand new furniture for 
the school. We are all very 
excited to begin work, and 
even more excited to see 

and play with the children to-
morrow. Tune in tomorrow 
for another exciting day with 
us! 

Monday,  
Monday  
 
Itôs Monday, and weôre all get-
ting acclimated to our new 
environment. Weôve rested 
and recovered from our trav-
els, and today we begin the 
work we came here to do. We 

started the day with a hearty 
breakfast of pancakes, com-
pliments of Chef Joe  Cun-
ningham and pineapple by 
Patricia. At 7:15 am, we gath-
ered in the living room for our 
morning devotions and team 
meeting. The focus of the dis-
cussion  centered on being 
open to the wonders that God 
will reveal during this trip and 
our purpose for being here. 
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time and worked so 
well together on our 
teams. Everyone 
stepped up and did 
amazing work. In the 
process, we had lots of 
fun too. We were even 
exposed to some 
of Costa Ricaôs 
wildlife today. 
Dean, while tear-
ing out some of 
the siding, had an 

encounter with a bat! 
And summerôs painting 
led her directly to a tiny 
lizard. It was certainly an 
interesting day... 
 
We had lunch in the af-
ternoon, and worked until 3:00 
in the afternoon. At this time, 

we were taken around 
to meet our families. In 
groups of three, we 
covered seven of the 
houses. After a brief 
visit, we went back to 
the team house to clean 
up and rest a bit before 
dinner. We rejoined 
our families at 6:00 
pm.  

 
At 8:00, we were off to work. 
Richard Davis, the group 
leader, divided us into three 
groups, working on three pro-
jects. The first project, to re-
move siding and refurbish an 
exterior wall of the cafeteria 
building, is being lead by Dean 

Thomas. The second project is 
to refinish and repair furniture 
for the kindergarten class-
room, which is being lead by 
Wanda Miller. And the third 
project is to build new furni-
ture for the kindergarten. This 
one is lead by Patrick Oliphant. 
All three projects were very 
productive today and much 
progress was made. Many of us 
who are not used to this type of 
labor were a little sore and 
sweaty, but we had a wonderful 
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Ruby Tuesday  

Today was a rainy day. Not to 
say we donôt appreciate the 
rain for the lush green land-
scape it produces, or the float-
ing particulate it forces to the 

ground. And, not to say that we 
donôt all actually enjoy a rainy 
day (at home in our PJs), but it 
just makes painting and build-
ing a new wall slightly more 
difficult.  
 
Thankfully, before we had to 
brave the wet, we had the 
pleasure of French Toast made 
by Joe and soux chef Rich ï 
Delish! 
 
In addition to the rain we had 
some serious wind, enough to 
blow sandpaper and face 
masks across a room, and a 

kindergarten class tak-
ing place in our work 
building. They were 
strictly marched, by 
their teacher, past the 
tables and cabinets we 
were painting with 
shouts of ñNO 
TOQUES, NO 
TOQUES!ò to which I 
would add 
ñCuidado!ò (ñDonôt 
touchò and ñBe Care-
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